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Dear Amherst Families,

As you may recall, in May the Governor announced that, based on the current COVID-19 trajectory, all
New York State schools will reopen for full in-person learning for the 2021-2022 school year beginning
in September.

We are looking forward to the 2021-2022 school year and will open on September 8 with full-time
in-person instruction for all students at all buildings five days a week. We do not plan to offer a remote
learning option next year unless we are required to do so by the state or federal agencies. We believe
our schools are safe and we believe our students learn best when they attend school in person.

This summer our six reopening committees, established in May of 2020, will continue to plan for next
year. We anticipate the U.S. Centers for Disease Control, New York State Department of Health and
New York State Education Department will be releasing updated guidance for PreK-12 schools for the
fall. We have an excellent structure in place with the six committees representing each building,
social-emotional learning and teaching and learning, that will update our Reopening Plans with specific
procedures, staff training and instructional considerations once we receive the updated guidance.

We will continue to communicate information to you via email, website and town hall meetings.

This past week we’ve seen many restrictions lifted as the state’s vaccination levels increase. This offers
us all the promise of getting our schools back to normal in the fall. Knowing that one of the best options
for normalcy is the vaccine, here is Erie County’s vaccination schedule for your convenience.

Finally, as we close out the year I’d like to recognize the graduates of the Class of 2021 and wish them
well in their future. I want to thank our parents, guardians and extended families for the support you
provided for your child this year. I want to recognize the dedication that our staff and faculty have
displayed this year. Together we have made great things happen during an extraordinary time.

Thank you,

Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent

55 Kings Highway, Amherst, NY 14226-4330 ◆ Phone: 716-362-3000 ◆ Fax: 716-836-2537 ◆ www.amherstschools.org

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/video-audio-governor-cuomo-announces-all-new-york-state-schools-reopen-september
https://www2.erie.gov/health/index.php?q=covid-19-vaccine-information
http://www.amherstschools.org

